














2 0 0 7  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Darnell Reed came to LCBH
in late 2007 through a referral
by his sister, a former client.
Like many of our clients, he
was being threatened with eviction. Darnell’s wife
had passed away a year earlier while he was living
in Arlington Heights. Then he moved to Chicago
and took a job at Jackson Park Hospital.
Unfortunately, not long afterwards he was laid off
since he was the most junior staff member. 

After Darnell became a legal client of LCBH, he
was referred to our Housing and Employment
Specialist, Ceasar Brown. Ceasar gave Darnell
several referrals for both housing and employ-
ment. He said recently that Ceasar gave him so
many leads that he still hasn’t had a chance to
pursue all of them. Fortunately, though, one of the
first places Ceasar sent him–Amtrak–called and
asked him to join a training class. He has since
completed training with Amtrak and is now work-
ing with them part-time. He hopes to become a
full-time employee in the near future.

In the meantime, Darnell continued looking for
adequate affordable housing for his family. At
first, Darnell’s repeated efforts yielded nothing. “I
wanted to give up many times but Ceasar kept

telling me to keep going,”
Darrell told me, “Ceasar
always gave me his full atten-
tion! He was willing to help

anyone who wanted to improve their lives.” With
Ceasar’s support, Darnell continued his diligent
search for housing. 

LCBH legal services was able to get Darnell two
extra months to relocate and then Ceasar referred
him to an available house in the Roseland neigh-
borhood. The landlord met Darnell and explained
that he could move in, but he would have to put
some work into the place first.  The timing worked
out perfectly.  

Darnell went to work doing the repairs needed
on the house. He did such an incredible job that
the landlord skipped his first month's rent and
security deposit. And now Darnell and his family
even have the option to rent-to-buy the house.
Thanks to LCBH and the hard work done by
Ceasar Brown, Darnell’s life has turned around.
He and his family have gone from possible home-
lessness and unemployment to a solid job and a
house that one day may be theirs! �

- Paul Beals, Social Services Team Leader
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More and more of us are reading on line. 
To accommodate you and save paper and postage, we would like to switch all who are interested 
to electronic communications!  Just send your email address to: Kam Singh at ksingh@lcbh.org.

Not Our First Move...
LCBH’s recent move to 100 W. Monroe is not the first time that the

agency has been forced out of its office space.  When LCBH was
launched 28 years ago in Rogers Park, we were housed at 6925 N.
Ashland, on the second floor above David Orr's aldermanic office.
Due to the expansion of the alderman's staff in 1987, LCBH was
asked to move.  Next stop was at 1263 W. Loyola, making LCBH a
storefront operation. Rent of $500 included heat!

By 1994, LCBH had expanded its service area to include all of
Chicago, and a move to a downtown location at 407 S. Dearborn (Old
Colony Building) was made.  Later, in 1999, the agency moved north
just a bit, to 220 S. State, (One Quincy Court) with wonderful lake views.
When continued expansion of programs and staff made us too
cramped, we picked up a second set of offices on the same floor.

When the federal government purchased 220 S. State and other

buildings nearby, we knew we would not be able to stay indefinitely.
The end came sooner than we anticipated, with a letter in December
2007 stating the intention to vacate the building by July 31, 2008.  As
elevators began breaking down, maintenance services reduced, and
the building in general decline, we were fortunate to get a reasonable
buyout of our remaining lease, have our move paid for, and leave with
the building still standing.  

At our last staff meeting before the move, everyone agreed that it
has been a good eight years at 220 S. State and we will miss the view,
but our new, larger space at 100 W. Monroe has many advantages. For
one thing, all of our staff will be in the same office complex! With a new
phone system, updated internet service, and well-functioning elevators,
LCBH staff is well-housed and able to serve clients in a professional,
efficient setting. �

Thanks to Betsy Shuman-Moore and Joe Arnold for all the historical information!

Darnell Reed (left) receives congratulations
from Ceasar Brown.
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